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COOLJARLOO MINE, CATABY 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.33 pm]:  Last night I intended to talk about my visit to the Tiwest 
Joint Venture mine in Cataby but, unfortunately, having only a minute and a half, I was not able to; instead I 
spoke about the North Fremantle Primary School.   

The PRESIDENT:  A commendable course of action, Hon Frank Hough!   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Last Friday, the Cooljarloo mine at Cataby had an open day.  Titanium and other 
products are mined at the Cooljarloo mine.  It is 14 kilometres north of Cataby and is on a property that is about 
18 kilometres long and four kilometres wide.  One of the reasons I felt I should share this story with members 
this evening is that the welcome I received at the mine was fantastic.  I congratulate the executive officer and 
management at the mine for the way in which my wife and I were treated, as well as the way in which they 
treated the public on the open day.  It was fantastic.   

The Cooljarloo mine is an open-cut mine with a floating barge.  The mine is 25 metres deep at water level.  The 
barge, weighing 1 400 tonnes and six storeys high, floats on a moving 30-hectare lake.  The barge floats on 
approximately 25 metres of water and pumps the titanium aluminite from the base of the mine to be processed.  
Soil is removed as this lake moves forward and they backfill behind it.  The 30-hectare lake covers something 
like an 18 kilometre stretch and I think it moves - do not quote me - about 100 metres a month.  The land care is 
a sight to see.  The company backfills behind the barge and revegetates the complete area.  The company has 
taken over a farm in the area as well as crown land, and is revegetating them.  As the barge moves over the area, 
which, with the water, is about 65 metres deep, the backfilled area behind it is revegetated in the first year with a 
crop of barley, wheat or whatever to provide the soil with some nutrients, following which native vegetation is 
planted.  Not too many years go by and the land is back to what it was prior to the mining.  I congratulate the 
company and the people for their hospitality generally.  I believe the mine is opened to the public every two 
years.  There were schoolkids there from Cervantes, Jurien Bay, Badgingarra and Dandaragan.  The company 
put on hot dogs; there were displays for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and ambulance service.  
These young schoolkids had the opportunity to see the 150-tonne Haulpaks, which are monster trucks.  It was 
great to see.  As a member of the Agricultural Region, I have driven past this mine many times in the past four 
years, and prior to that for two years during campaigning days, but I never took the time to go in and have a good 
look.  I suggest that any member who is in the area should look at the mine to see what the company is doing and 
how it is revegetating the land.  I thought I would share that information about the Cooljarloo mine with 
members.  I seek leave to incorporate in Hansard some paragraphs contained on an information sheet about the 
Cooljarloo mine. 
Leave granted. 
The following material was incorporated - 
 
General Details 
The Cooljarloo Mine is located 170km north of Perth in Western Australia and was established in 1989 to provide titanium mineral feed 
stock to the Joint Venture.  The mine produces 740,000 tonnes of heavy mineral concentrate each year, which are trucked by road to 
Chandala, near Muchea, for further processing. 

•  The Tiwest mining lease is 18 kilometres long and four kilometres wide.  The central administration block and much of the early 
mining area is located on a private farm, “Mullering Farm”, held by the Joint Venture.  The remainder is bushland, owned by the State 
of Western Australia as uncleared vacant Crown Land. 

•  Cooljarloo operates two mines: North Mine - a dry mining operation and the South mine - a dredging operation with centralised offices 
for administration, workshops for maintenance and stores for purchasing and warehousing. 

•  The South Mine has operated since 1989 and the North Mine since 1997. 

•  The two mines combined move over 40 million tonnes of material each year to recover heavy mineral concentrates at a ratio of around 
50 tonnes of sand for one tonne of concentrate.  This makes Cooljarloo the second biggest titanium mine in the world. 

•  The mining cycle comprises clearing and topsoil stripping, overburden removal, mining, processing and stacking, tailing placement, 
replacing overburden and spreading topsoil for rehabilitation. 

•  The mine at Cooljarloo is currently predicted to be able to supply the required Heavy Mineral Concentrates until 2027. 

People 
Tiwest is an equal opportunity employer and maintains a workplace free from discrimination or bias.  Cooljarloo directly employs 133 
people and engages the services of 160 full time contractors.  Tiwest is the largest employer in the Shire of Dandaragan and draws new 
people from the district towns of Moora, Jurien, Cervantes, Lancelin, Badgingarra and Dandaragan whenever possible.  The remainder, 
mostly contractors, who maintain homes elsewhere, are housed at a Single Persons Quarters at Cataby.  As Cooljarloo runs 24 hours a day, 
Tiwest operates using a variety of shifts to maintain production as well as normal office hours. 

Safety 
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Tiwest at Cooljarloo is committed to high standards of excellence in safety performance. 

. . .  

Rehabilitation 
Both native and pasture rehabilitation is undertaken at Cooljarloo.  Native rehabilitation involves the re-establishment of self-sustaining, 
stable native ecosystems similar to surrounding undisturbed vegetation communities.  Five different vegetation types are re-established 
involving the seeding of approximately 100 key species from the 600+ species found within surrounding bushland.  A variety of additional 
seed species are also contained in the mulch and the topsoil returned to the rehabilitated area. 

Since the commencement of mining activities a total of 700 hectares has been rehabilitated.  It is Tiwest’s objective to progressively 
rehabilitate disturbed areas as soon as they are available. 

Rehabilitation of the land after mining is directed to pasture if on the farm or back to native bushland for all other areas on vacant Crown 
Land. 

Rehabilitation Process - Native 
1. Topsoil is removed and returned in two layers; 

First cut (top 50mm) - which contains seed and organic matter essential to plant establishment. 
Second cut (next 0-250mm) - which provides rooting medium. 

2. Rip to remove soil compaction. 
3. Seed stabilising crop of oats to reduce wind erosion during first year or two. 
4. Spread native seeds. 
5. Spread mulch to add organic material, help stabilise soil and contribute some seed. 

Pasture 

1. Topsoil is removed and returned in one layer of around 200mm. 
2. Rip to remove compaction. 
3. Seed pasture species (oats and clover) 

. . .  
 
 
 


